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Special City Commission Meeting Agenda   July 21, 2026 
 

 

CALL TO ORDER & ROLL CALL 

  

MOMENT OF SILENCE AND PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

  

APPROVAL OF THE AGENDA 

  

  July 21, 2026 

    

ZOOM INFORMATION 

  

Join Zoom Meeting by clicking the below link: 
https://deerfield-beach.zoom.us/j/87651857092?pwd=ULE71GhcCMMZhtAgFuYnQEdUJwYNWS.1 
 
Join Zoom Meeting via telephone by dialing: 
Call-in Number: (305) 224-1968 
Meeting ID: 876 5185 7092# 
Participant ID: # 
Passcode: 662096# 
 
For complete instructions on joining and/or participating during Public Comment, please click 
the following link or attend in person in the City Commission Chambers: 

      

  Attachment: Zoom Instructions 

      

CITY COMMISSION BUSINESS 

  

1. ORDINANCE 2026/ - AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY COMMISSION OF THE CITY OF 
DEERFIELD BEACH, FLORIDA, APPROVING CERTAIN AMENDMENTS TO THE CITY 
CHARTER, SUBJECT TO VOTER APPROVAL; CALLING FOR A REFERENDUM ELECTION 
ON THE PROPOSED AMENDMENTS TO THE CITY CHARTER TO BE HELD ON NOVEMBER 
3, 2026; PROVIDING FOR SUBMISSION TO THE ELECTORS FOR APPROVAL OR 
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Special City Commission Meeting Agenda   July 21, 2026 
 

 

DISAPPROVAL OF THE PROPOSED CHARTER AMENDMENTS; PROVIDING FOR 
REQUISITE BALLOT LANGUAGE; PROVIDING A PROCEDURE FOR BALLOTING; 
PROVIDING FOR NOTICE; PROVIDING FOR RELATED MATTERS; PROVIDING FOR 
CONFLICTS, SEVERABILITY, AND AN EFFECTIVE DATE.  

  Suggested Action: Commission to vote on Ordinance and set public hearing for August 4, 2026 

  Voting Requirement: Adoption requires a 3/5 vote of the City Commission 

 Sponsor: City Commission  

 Attachment: City Charter Amendments 

ADJOURNMENT 

  

FUTURE CITY COMMISSION MEETINGS 

  

  Regular City Commission Meeting - Tuesday, August 5, 2026 

    

  

Any person wishing to appeal any decision made by the City Commission with respect to any 

matter considered at such meetings or hearings will need a record of the proceedings, and for 

such purposes may need to ensure that a verbatim record of the proceedings is made, which 

record includes the testimony and the evidence upon which the appeal is made. The above 

notice is required by State Law (F.S. 286.0105). Anyone desiring a verbatim transcript shall have 

the responsibility, at his/her own expense, to arrange for the presence of a certified court reporter 

at the hearing. 
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Special City Commission Meeting - July 21, 2026 

DEERFIELD BEACH - YOU ARE HEREBY NOTIFIED that a Special City Commission 
Meeting will be held on Tuesday, July 21, 2026 at 7:00 PM in the City Commission Chambers 
located at the City Hall Complex,150 NE 2nd Avenue, Deerfield Beach, Florida. A quorum of 
the City Commission will be physically present at the meeting and the City will be utilizing 
communications media technology with most City staff participating through video conferencing. 

The July 21, 2026 Special City Commission meeting will proceed utilizing communications media 
technology; however, the City Commission Chambers located at the City Hall Complex,150 
NE 2nd Avenue, Deerfield Beach, will be open to the public as an additional method for 
speakers wishing to speak. A copy of the agenda for the July 21, 2026 meeting will be available 
at http://www.deerfield-beach.com/1554/Meetings-Agendas. 

Attending and Viewing the Special City Commission Meeting: 

This meeting will be broadcast live for members of the public. There are several options available 

to the public to attend/view the meeting: 

1. In Person Attendance. Attend in person in the City Commission Chambers. 

2. Zoom, which now requires participants to authenticate before joining meetings. Please follow 
the steps below to ensure you can access the meeting without delay. 

Before the Meeting 
• Ensure you have a Zoom account. You can sign up for free. 
• Download or update the Zoom application at www.zoom.us if you do not already have it. 

Joining the Meeting 
1. Click the Zoom meeting link provided below. 
2. When prompted, sign in to your Zoom account. 
3. If you are not already signed in, Zoom will redirect you to log in. 
4. After signing in, you will automatically be admitted to the meeting. 

a. Via Zoom Online - Access to the meeting will begin at 6:45 PM on July 21, 2026. 
i. Use the following link below to access the meeting via Zoom: 

https://deerfield-beach.zoom.us/j/87651857092?pwd=ULE71GhcCMMZhtAgFuYnQEdUJwYNWS.1 

ii. The video camera display feature is disabled for public use. 
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b. Via Zoom Telephone - Join the meeting via telephone (audio only) using the Call-in 
number below, followed by the Meeting ID when prompted. No computer or access code 
is required. 

Call-in Number: (305) 224-1968, Meeting ID: 876 5185 7092#, Participant ID: #, Passcode: 662096# 

For more information on using Zoom, please visit Zoom Support at the following link: 
https://support.zoom.us/hc/en-us. 

3. YouTube 

The meeeting will also be available to the public via YouTube for audio and video access; 
however, public participation, i.e. comments are not possible. The link to watch the meeting 
via YouTube will be active no earlier than 6:45 PM on July 21, 2026, and can be found by 
clicking the camera icon in the Media column at http://www.deerfield-
beach.com/1554/Meetings-Agendas. 

Providing Public Comment: 

Public participation is strongly encouraged. Your comments will be limited to three minutes per 
person. To participate via Zoom, please complete the attached comment card, and e-mail it to the 
City Clerk at web.clerk@deerfieldbeachfl.gov prior to the meeting. If you attend in person, 
comment cards will be provided in the Commission Chambers.    

1. In person - Public comment may be given in the Commission Chambers during the applicable 
public comment portion of the meeting. 

2. Live Zoom Video Participation - If attending via Zoom online, at the appropriate public 
comment period, click “raise hand” which is located at the bottom of the screen under the 
“reactions” tab, and your audio will be unmuted when you are recognized. 

3. Live Zoom Telephone Participation - If attending via Zoom by telephone, at the appropriate 
public comment period, press *9 to “raise your hand” and your audio will be unmuted when 
you are recognized. 

IN ACCORDANCE WITH THE AMERICANS WITH DISABILITIES ACT AND FLORIDA 

STATUTE 286.26, PERSONS WITH DISABILITIES NEEDING SPECIAL ACCOMMODATION 

TO PARTICIPATE IN THIS PROCEEDING SHOULD CONTACT THE CITY CLERK NO LATER 

THAN 3 DAYS PRIOR TO THE MEETING AT (954) 480-4213 FOR ASSISTANCE. 

Should you have any questions, please feel free to contact the City Clerk’s Office at 
954.480.4213. For additional information on the agenda items for the Commission meeting, 
please visit www.dfb.city.   
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PUBLIC COMMENT 

ONE CARD PER AGENDA ITEM OR PUBLIC COMMENT, PLEASE! 

Date: ________________ 

Agenda Item #: ______________ Public Comment: (Circle one) YES/NO 

If you wish to address the City Commission, please provide the below required information: 

Name: ______________________________________________________________________ 

Address: ____________________________________________________________________ 

You may also provide the following optional information, so staff may contact you, if necessary: 

Phone and/or E-mail Address (optional): ___________________________________________ 

*NOTE: You have 3 minutes to speak. TIME IS NOT TRANSFERRABLE. 

Public comment shall be governed by the City Commission Meeting Rules of Procedure outlined 

in Resolution 2018/014, which states that no comments shall be made related to the personal life, 

or personal qualities of any person and no language which would offend persons of ordinary 

sensibilities shall be permitted.  
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City of Deerfield Beach 

Face Sheet 
File Number: I.D. 2026-339 

150 NE 2nd Ave 
Deerfield Beach, FL 

33441 
954-480-4200

Agenda Date: 7/21/2026 Status: CITY COMMISSION 
BUSINESS 

In Control: City Commission 

Title 
ORDINANCE 2026/ - AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY COMMISSION OF THE CITY OF DEERFIELD 
BEACH, FLORIDA, APPROVING CERTAIN AMENDMENTS TO THE CITY CHARTER, SUBJECT 
TO VOTER APPROVAL; CALLING FOR A REFERENDUM ELECTION ON THE PROPOSED 
AMENDMENTS TO THE CITY CHARTER TO BE HELD ON NOVEMBER 3, 2026; PROVIDING 
FOR SUBMISSION TO THE ELECTORS FOR APPROVAL OR DISAPPROVAL OF THE 
PROPOSED CHARTER AMENDMENTS; PROVIDING FOR REQUISITE BALLOT LANGUAGE; 
PROVIDING A PROCEDURE FOR BALLOTING; PROVIDING FOR NOTICE; PROVIDING FOR 
RELATED MATTERS; PROVIDING FOR CONFLICTS, SEVERABILITY, AND AN EFFECTIVE 
DATE.  

Recommended Action 
Commission to vote on Ordinance and set public hearing for August 4, 2026 

Voting Requirement 
Adoption requires a 3/5 vote of the City Commission 

Background/History 
Pursuant to Section 2-67 of the City Code, a Charter Review Board was appointed by the City 
Commission to review the City Charter and make recommendations to the City Commission for 
potential amendments to the City Charter.  Pursuant to Section 2-68 of the City Code, the Board's 
recommendations are nonbinding and the City Commission shall have sole discretion to determine 
which proposed Charter amendments, if any, are placed on a ballot for a vote by the city electors, the 
final wording of any proposed amendments, and the timing of any election on proposed charter 
amendments.  

The Charter Review Board conducted a comprehensive review of the City Charter, considered and 
discussed potential amendments to the Charter and heard public comment. Upon completion of its 
review, the Charter Review Board approved and forwarded a number of Charter amendment 
recommendations to the City Commission for consideration.  

The City Commission subsequently discussed the Charter Review Board's recommendations and 
proposed Charter amendments during City Commission workshops held on July 2, 2026, July 6, 
2026, and July 15, 2026, and heard public comments on proposed Charter amendments. Following 
Commission discussion at the workshops, the City Commission provided direction on the proposed 
Charter amendments that the Commission would consider putting forward for a vote at a referendum 
election.  

Current Activity 
The enclosed Ordinance contains proposed Charter text amendments and proposed related ballot 
language based on the direction provided by the City Commission at the workshops. The Ordinance 
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calls for a referendum election on the proposed amendments to the City Charter to be held on 
November 3, 2026, provides for submission of the proposed Charter amendments to the City electors 
for approval or disapproval, and provides for related notice, balloting and procedural provisions and 
matters.  

Pursuant to the requirements for amending the City Charter, an Ordinance shall be adopted following 
two readings.  This item constitutes the first reading of the Ordinance.  The second reading of the 
Ordinance and public hearing is scheduled for August 4, 2026. In accordance with the election 
timeline established by the Broward County Supervisor of Elections, the ballot language and all 
required election materials must be submitted to the Supervisor of Elections no later than 5:00 p.m. 
on August 18, 2026.  

Upon adoption of the Ordinance, the proposed Charter amendments will be placed on the November 
3, 2026 General Election ballot for consideration by the qualified electors of the City of Deerfield 
Beach. The proposed Charter amendments shall become effective only if the majority of the qualified 
electors voting on the specific Charter amendment vote for its adoption. 

Recommendation 
Consideration. 
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ORDINANCE NO.  2026/ 

      AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY COMMISSION OF THE CITY OF  

DEERFIELD BEACH, FLORIDA, APPROVING CERTAIN 

AMENDMENTS TO THE CITY CHARTER, SUBJECT TO VOTER 

APPROVAL;  CALLING FOR A REFERENDUM ELECTION ON 

THE PROPOSED AMENDMENTS TO THE CITY CHARTER TO 

BE HELD ON NOVEMBER 3, 2026; PROVIDING FOR 

SUBMISSION TO THE ELECTORS FOR APPROVAL OR 

DISAPPROVAL OF THE PROPOSED CHARTER 

AMENDMENTS; PROVIDING FOR REQUISITE BALLOT 

LANGUAGE; PROVIDING A PROCEDURE FOR BALLOTING; 

PROVIDING FOR NOTICE; PROVIDING FOR RELATED 

MATTERS; PROVIDING FOR CONFLICTS, SEVERABILITY, 

AND AN EFFECTIVE DATE. 

 

WHEREAS, the City of Deerfield Beach Charter Review Board has recommended that 

certain provisions of the City Charter be amended; and  

 

WHEREAS, after considering the recommendation of the Charter Review Board, the City 

Commission wishes to submit to the City electors the proposed Charter Amendments set forth in 

this Ordinance. 

 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED BY THE CITY COMMISSION OF THE 

CITY OF DEERFIELD BEACH, FLORIDA, AS FOLLOWS: 

 

Section 1.     Recitals.  The foregoing “WHEREAS” clauses are ratified and confirmed 

as being true and correct and are made a specific part of this Ordinance.  

 

Section 2.  Charter Amendments.  Pursuant to Section 166.031, Florida Statutes, and 

upon voter approval as set forth herein, the City Charter of the City of Deerfield Beach, Florida, 

is amended as follows1: 

 
*** 

ARTICLE II. – CORPORATE LIMITS 

 

Section 2.01 – Description of corporate limits. 

The following area shall constitute the corporate limits of the City of Deerfield Beach:  

All that territory lying and situate in Broward County, Florida, as provided in the Laws of 

Florida, Chapter 59-1214, Special Acts, 1959; Chapter 61-2068, Special Acts, 1961; Chapter 70-

647, Special Acts, 1970; Chapter 99-471, Laws of Florida; House Bill 1407, enacted 2004; 

House Bill 1695, 1697 and 1705, enacted 2000; House Bill 1089, enacted 1999; Ordinance 

 
1
Proposed additions to existing Charter text are shown by underlining; proposed deletions from existing Charter text 

are shown by strike through.   
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2 
 

Number 1974/207 (original number 928) and Ordinance Number 1985/24, City of Deerfield 

Beach, additions thereto, and subsequent additions by ordinance, and Special Act to wit:  

All lands lying within the following described territory, the inhabitants of which are hereby 

established and organized into a municipal corporation, and over which such municipal 

corporation shall exercise its jurisdiction and powers and which boundaries, as the same may be 

hereafter changed by law, shall be known as the "Corporate Limits" of the City of Deerfield 

Beach, to wit:  

BEGINNING at the northeast corner of Broward County, Florida, being the intersection of the 

north boundary line of Broward County, Florida with the east boundary line of the State of 

Florida;  

thence southerly along said east boundary line of the State of Florida to the north line of Section 

8, Township 48 South, Range 43 East; thence westerly along said north line of Section 8 to the 

centerline of the existing Intracoastal Waterway (Florida East Coast Canal) right-of-way;  

thence southerly along said centerline of the Intracoastal Waterway to the intersection with the 

easterly extension of the south boundary line of Lot 9 of the Subdivision of Government Lots 2 

and 3 of Section 8, Township 48 South, Range 43 East, according to the Plat thereof, as recorded 

in Plat Book "B", Page 154, of the Public Records of Dade County, Florida;  

thence westerly along said easterly extension of the south boundary line of Lot 9 and through the 

southeast corner thereof, to the southwest corner of said Lot 9;  

thence northerly along the west boundary line of said Lot 9 to the northwest corner of said Lot 9, 

also being the intersection with the east-west quarter section line of said Section 8;  

thence westerly along said east-west quarter section line of Section 8 to a point of intersection 

with the east line of Section 7, Township 48 South, Range 43 East;  

thence westerly along the east-west quarter section line of said Section 7 to a point of 

intersection with the east line of the west one-half (W½) of the northeast one-quarter (NE¼) of 

the southeast one-quarter (SE¼) of said Section 7;  

thence southerly along said east line to the southeast corner of the west one-half (W½) of the 

northeast one-quarter (NE¼) of the southeast one-quarter (SE¼) of said Section 7;  

thence westerly along the south line of the north one-half (N½) of the southeast one-quarter 

(SE¼) of said Section 7 to the southwest corner of the east one-half (E½) of the northwest one-

quarter (NW¼) of the southeast one-quarter (SE¼) of said Section 7;  

thence northerly along the west line of the east one-half (E½) of the northwest one-quarter 

(NW¼) of the southeast one-quarter (SE¼) of said Section 7 to a point of intersection with a line 

165.00 feet south of and parallel with the north line of the southeast one-quarter (SE¼) of said 

Section 7;  
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thence easterly along said parallel line to a point of intersection with the west line of the east 

one-half (E½) of the northeast one-quarter (NE¼) of the northwest one-quarter (NW¼) of the 

southeast one-quarter (SE¼) of said Section 7;  

thence northerly along said west line to the northwest corner of the east one-half (E½) of the 

northeast one-quarter (NE¼) of the northwest one-quarter (NW¼) of the southeast one-quarter 

(SE¼) of said Section 7;  

thence westerly along the east-west quarter section line of said Section 7 to the existing east 

right-of-way line of U.S. Federal Highway No. 1 (State Road No. 5);  

thence southwesterly along said east right-of-way line to the intersection with the easterly 

extension of the existing south right-of-way line of S.W. 15th Street (N.E. 54th Street) being the 

Municipal Boundary of the City of Deerfield Beach as established by Chapter 70-647, Laws of 

Florida;  

thence westerly along said south right-of-way line to a point of intersection with the northerly 

extension of the east line of PARCEL "B", MORGAN PLAT NO. 1, according to the Plat 

thereof, as recorded in Plat Book 110, Page 42, of the Public Records of Broward County, 

Florida;  

thence along the municipal boundary of the City of Deerfield Beach, as established by Chapter 

99-471, Laws of Florida, for the following 3 courses:  

thence southerly along the northerly extension of said east line to the north boundary line of said 

PARCEL "B", being the northeast corner of said PARCEL "B";  

thence westerly along said north boundary line to the west line of said PARCEL "B" and the east 

right-of-way line of N.E. 13th Way as shown on said MORGAN PLAT NO. 1;  

thence southwesterly and southerly along said east right-of-way line to the intersection with the 

east boundary line of PARCEL "A" of said MORGAN PLAT NO. 1;  

thence along the municipal boundary of the City of Deerfield Beach, as established by Ordinance 

1985/24, City of Deerfield Beach for the following 2 courses:  

continue southerly along said east boundary line of PARCEL "A" to the south boundary line of 

said PARCEL "A";  

thence westerly along said south boundary line to the southwest corner of said PARCEL "A" and 

the east right-of-way line of the Florida East Coast Railway;  

thence along the municipal boundary of the City of Deerfield Beach, as described in House Bill 

1407, enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida in 2004, for the following 4 courses:  
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thence continue southwesterly along said east right-of-way line of the Florida East Coast 

Railway to the centerline of N.E. 36th Street (Sample Road);  

thence westerly along said centerline of N.E. 36th Street (Sample Road) to a point of intersection 

with the easterly right-of-way line of the Seaboard Coastline railroad;  

thence northeasterly along said easterly right-of-way line to the north right-of-way line of N.E. 

36th Street (Sample Road);  

thence westerly along said north right-of-way line to the westerly right-of-way line of the 

Seaboard Coastline Railroad;  

thence continue westerly along said north right-of-way line of N.E. 36th Street (Sample Road), 

being the municipal boundary of the City of Deerfield Beach, as established by Chapter 99-471, 

Laws of Florida to the west right-of-way line of Powerline Road (State Road 845);  

thence continue westerly along a line lying northerly of the forty foot easement for road, utility 

and related purposes (for Sample Road), G and P Plat, according to the plat thereof, recorded in 

Plat Book 96, Page 44 of the Public Records of Broward County, Florida as described in House 

Bill 1697, enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida in 2000, to a point on the western 

boundary of said plat, being the west line of a fifty foot canal easement as described in Official 

Records Book 4655, Page 755 of said Public Records;  

thence continue westerly along the north line of a road easement for Sample Road, J.F.C. Plat, 

according to the plat thereof, recorded in Plat Book 133, Page 35 of the Public Records of 

Broward County, Florida as described in House Bill 1695 and House Bill 1705, enacted by the 

Legislature of the State of Florida in 2000, to a point of intersection with the western boundary 

of Parcel "A", according to said plat;  

thence continue along the municipal boundary of the City of Deerfield Beach, as referenced in 

said House Bill 1695, for the next 2 courses:  

northerly along said western boundary of Parcel "A" to the northwest corner of said Parcel;  

thence easterly along the north boundary of said Parcel "A" and the northerly limits of said J.F.C. 

Plat to the northeast corner of said Parcel being a point on the west line of said fifty foot canal 

easement as described in Official Records Book 4655, Page 755 of said Public Records being the 

western boundary of said G and P Plat as described in said House Bill 1697;  

thence along the municipal boundary of the City of Deerfield Beach, as referenced in said House 

Bill 1697, for the next 2 courses:  

northerly along the west line of said fifty foot canal easement as described in Official Records 

Book 4655, Page 755 of said Public Records being the western boundary of said G and P Plat to 

the northwest corner of said plat;  
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thence easterly along the north boundary of said G and P Plat to the northeast corner of Parcel 

"B" of said plat being a point on the westerly right-of-way line of Powerline Road (State Road 

845) and the municipal boundary of the City of Deerfield Beach, as established by Chapter 99-

471, Laws of Florida;  

thence northerly along said westerly right-of-way line of Powerline Road (State Road 845) and 

the municipal boundary of the City of Deerfield Beach, as established by said Chapter 99-471 to 

the intersection with a line 55.00 feet north of and parallel with the south line of the southeast 

one-quarter (SE¼) of Section 9, Township 48 South, Range 42 East;  

thence westerly along said parallel line to the intersection with the east line of the southwest one-

quarter (SW¼) of said Section 9;  

thence southerly along said east line to the intersection with a line 40.00 feet north of and parallel 

with the south line the southwest one-quarter (SW¼) of said Section 9;  

thence westerly along said parallel line to a point of intersection with the east right-of-way line 

of the Florida's Turnpike;  

thence northerly along said east right-of-way line to the south right-of-way line of the Sawgrass 

Expressway (State Road 869) as shown on the Broward County Expressway Authority map of 

Sawgrass/Deerfield Expressway for Project Number 10444, Sheets 22 and 23, dated June 26, 

1984 with a revised date of January 21, 1986 as described in House Bill 1089, enacted by the 

Legislature of the State of Florida in 1999;  

thence continue northerly along said east right-of-way line of Florida's Turnpike and the westerly 

municipal boundary as described in said House Bill 1089 to the south right-of-way line of 

Hillsboro Boulevard (State Road 810);  

thence continue northerly along said east right-of-way line of the Florida's Turnpike to a point on 

the north boundary line of Broward County, Florida;  

thence easterly along said north boundary line to the northeast corner of Broward County, 

Florida being the POINT OF BEGINNING of this description.  

An official map of the City of Deerfield Beach denoting the official boundaries at present and as 

amended shall be maintained by the office of the City Clerk.  The official boundaries of the City 

are generally depicted on the following map: 
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ARTICLE III. – LEGISLATIVE  

 

*** 

Section 3.02. - Qualifications of mayor and commissioners. 

(1) Mayor. Any qualified Broward County elector whose principal place of residence is in the City 

of Deerfield Beach and who has resided continuously in the city for six (6) months two years 

immediately prior to qualifying as a candidate for the office shall be eligible to hold the office of 

mayor. The mayor must continue to live within the city limits during the term of office or forfeit 

the office.  

(2) Commissioner. Any qualified Broward County elector whose principal place of residence is in 

the City of Deerfield Beach and who has resided continuously (i) in the city for six (6) months two 

years immediately prior to qualifying, and (ii) in the district from which he or she seeks to qualify 

for two years immediately prior to qualifying as a candidate for the office, except if he or she did 

not reside continuously in the district for the two years immediately prior to qualifying solely due 

to redistricting, shall be eligible to hold the office of city commissioner. During the term of office 

a commissioner must continue to live within the district from which he or she was elected or forfeit 

the office.  
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Section 3.03. - Judge of qualifications. 

The commission shall be the judge of the election and qualification of its members and of the 

grounds for forfeiture of their office. A member charged with conduct constituting grounds for 

forfeiture of his office shall be entitled to a public hearing on demand, and notice of such hearing 

shall be published in one or more newspapers of general circulation in the city as required by 

Florida law, at least one week in advance of the hearing.  

Section 3.04. - Election and terms.   

(1) Regular election. There shall be no primary election. All candidates who qualify for an elective 

office in the city shall run in the regular election scheduled for the particular seat. When there is 

only one (1) candidate, the candidate shall be deemed to have voted for himself/herself and the 

person's name shall not appear on the ballot. The regular biannual election for the city commission 

shall be held pursuant to the Laws of Florida and Broward County. Beginning in March November 

2009 2028 and continuing thereafter, cCity commission elections shall be held every two (2) years 

in March November of every odd even numbered year. It is the intent of the city to have staggered 

commission terms and elections. In March 2009 all four (4) commission seats and the mayor shall 

be on the ballot for election. The mayor shall stand for a four (4) year term. At least ninety (90) 

days prior to that election the city commission shall draw lots to determine the other two (2) 

commission districts which shall be for a four (4) year term. The two (2) districts chosen shall have 

a four (4) year term; the two (2) districts not chosen shall have a two (2) year term and consequently 

shall be up for election in March 2011. Thereafter all terms shall be four (4) years.  

The City intends to transition elections for mayor and city commission from March of odd-

numbered years to November of even numbered years to coincide with the statewide general 

elections. To ensure continuity of governance and staggered terms, the seats of the city commission 

shall be divided into two groups for purposes of election scheduling: 

(a) Group A Seats shall consist of commission district seats 1 and 2. Beginning in November 

2028, and every four years thereafter, Group A seats shall be placed on the general election 

ballot. 

(b) Group B Seats shall consist of commission district seats 3 and 4 and the mayor. Beginning 

in November 2030, and every four years thereafter, Group B seats shall be placed on the 

general election ballot.  

Transition.  The following transition provisions are adopted pursuant to Sections 100.3605 and 

166.021(4), Florida Statutes, to provide for the orderly transition of office necessitated by the 

change in municipal election dates from March of odd-numbered years to November of even-

numbered years. The staggered structure of commission terms requires that Group A seats and 

Group B seats be assigned to different even-numbered election years in order to preserve the 

continuity of governance that staggered terms are intended to provide. The term adjustments set 

forth below are the minimum adjustments necessary to accomplish this transition while preserving 

the two-year offset between seat groups.  
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The March 2027 and March 2029 municipal elections shall be rescheduled.  In November 2028, 

the commission seats for Group A (districts 1 and 2) shall be on the ballot for election.  In 

November 2030, the commission seats for Group B (districts 3 and 4, and mayor) shall be on the 

ballot for election.   

(i) Group A seats – Extension to November 2028.  The terms of all persons serving in Group 

A seats (districts 1 and 2) on the effective date of this amendment, whose terms would 

otherwise have expired following the March 2027 municipal election, are hereby extended 

by approximately 20 months and shall expire upon the qualification and taking of the oath 

of office by their successors elected at the November 2028 election. No election for Group 

A seats shall be held in March 2027. The extension of terms provided by this subsection is 

necessitated solely by the change in election dates and the requirement to preserve 

staggered terms and does not otherwise alter the four-year term length applicable to future 

officeholders elected to Group A seats. 

(ii) Group B seats – Extension to November 2030.  The terms of all persons serving in Group 

B seats on the effective date of this amendment, whose terms would otherwise have expired 

following the March 2029 municipal election, are hereby extended by approximately 20 

months and shall expire upon the qualification and taking of the oath of office by their 

successors elected at the November 2030 election. No election for Group B seats shall be 

held in March 2029. The extension of terms provided by this subsection is necessitated 

solely by the change in election dates and the requirement to preserve staggered terms and 

does not otherwise alter the four-year term length applicable to future officeholders elected 

to Group B seats. 

(iii) Any period of extended service resulting from the transition adjustments provided in (i) 

and (ii) above shall not be counted toward the term limits established in Section 3.04(3) of 

this Charter. 

 

The candidate receiving the greatest number of votes for mayor shall be elected as mayor. The 

candidate receiving the greatest number of votes in the district in which he/she ran shall be elected 

as the commissioner from that district. The mayor and commissioners shall be chosen for a term 

of four (4) years (except for the two (2) seats transitioning to staggered terms as noted above for 

the March 2009 election only) and shall hold office until their successors are elected and qualified 

or until the office is forfeited or until a person resigns or until a person is removed from office as 

provided elsewhere.  

(2) District representation. At least ninety (90) days Within the time period provided by state law 

prior to the regular city commission election to be held in March 2009 and the regular city 

commission election held in November 2030 and every four (4) years thereafter, the commission 

shall divide the city into four (4) districts (District 1, 2, 3 and 4) for the purpose of electing one (1) 

commissioner from each district. The division of the city into four (4) districts shall be as nearly 

as practicable on an equal population basis by contiguous boundaries. No sitting commissioner 

shall be disqualified from completing his or her term as a result of redistricting.  

(3) No person may appear on the ballot for re-election to the Deerfield Beach City Commission 

(as defined in Section 3.01) if, by the end of the current term of office the person will have served 

(or, but for resignation, would have served) as a member of the Deerfield Beach City Commission 
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for eight (8) consecutive years; provided that a commissioner subject to these term limitations by 

virtue of prior service as a commissioner shall be permitted to run for mayor and may serve as 

mayor and if elected shall be subject to the same term limit restrictions with regard to mayoral 

service as set forth above for commission service; provided further that should the person serving 

as mayor on the date this amendment is approved wish to appear on the ballot for re-election as 

mayor at the March 2009 election he shall be permitted to do so and may serve only that term and 

shall be barred from appearing on the ballot for a position on the city commission in the March 

2013 election.  

*** 

Section 3.06. – Mayor and Vice Mayor. 

(a) Mayor. The mayor shall preside at meetings of the commission and shall be recognized as 

head of the city government for all ceremonial purposes; by the governor for purposes of 

military law and civil disaster; for execution of contracts, deeds and other documents 

except as otherwise provided in article IV; for service of process; and as the city official 

designated to represent the city in all agreements with other governmental entities or 

certifications to other governmental entities, but shall have no administrative duties except 

as required to carry out the responsibilities herein.  

 

(b) Vice mayor. Dependent upon the length of the term to which the commissioners have been 

elected, pPursuant to the provisions of section 3.04(2) of this Charter, and to the extent 

possible, each commissioner shall serve as vice mayor of the city for a term of one year 

during his term as commissioner.  

 

At the first meeting following the regularly scheduled municipal election in March the 

commission shall designate which of its members shall serve which year as vice mayor. 

The commission shall designate its member with the greatest prior length of service as a 

commissioner to be immediately installed and to serve as vice mayor for the first year 

immediately following the election. The commissioner with the next greatest prior length 

of service as a commissioner shall be designated to serve as vice mayor for the second year 

immediately following the election. The commissioner with the next greatest prior length 

of service as a commissioner shall be designated to serve as vice mayor for the third year 

immediately following the election. If commissioners are serving four-year terms then tThe 

commissioner with the least prior length of service shall be designated to serve as vice 

mayor for the fourth year. In the event of equal lengths of prior service among 

commissioners then the order of years in which such commissioners, with such equal 

service, shall serve as vice mayor shall be determined by lot. Each vice mayor's term shall 

expire on the date of the first city commission meeting following the three hundred sixty-

fifth (365th) day after his the commissioner’s installation as vice mayor. Each successive 

vice mayor shall be installed at the same city commission meeting at which his the vice 

mayor’s predecessor's term expired.  

In the event of a vacancy in the office of vice mayor created because the commissioner 

then serving as vice mayor leaves his office as commissioner, then the then remaining 

Page 17 of 34

https://library.municode.com/fl/deerfield_beach/codes/code_of_ordinances?nodeId=PTICHDEBEFL_ARTIIILE_S3.04ELTE


 

10 
 

commissioners shall elect one of their members to serve as vice mayor for the remaining 

term that the absent commissioner would have served had he the commissioner completed 

his the commissioner’s term as commissioner.  

The vice mayor shall act as mayor during the absence or disability of the mayor.  
*** 

 

Section 3.14. – Independent Audit. 

 

The commission shall provide for an independent annual audit of all city accounts and may provide 

for such more frequent audits as it deems necessary. Such audits shall be made by a certified public 

accountant or firm of such accountants who have no personal interest, direct or indirect, in the 

fiscal affairs of the city government or any of its officers. The commission may, without requiring 

competitive bids, designate such accountant or firm of accountants annually or biennially, 

provided that the designation for any particular fiscal year shall be made not later than ninety (90) 

days after the beginning of such fiscal year. If the state makes such an audit, the commission may 

accept it as satisfying the requirements of this section. The selection of a certified public accountant 

or firm of such accountants for performance of the independent annual audit shall be conducted in 

accordance with applicable state law. 

 

Section 3.15. – Procedure and meetings. 

 

*** 

(3) Special. Special meetings may be held on the call of the mayor or of a majority of the 

members of the commission, upon no less than six (6) twelve (12) hours notice to each 

member, the city manager, city clerk, city attorney and the public. 

*** 

  

(6) Rules and journalwritten record. The commission shall determine its own rules and order 

of business and shall provide for keeping a written record or journal of its proceedings. The 

journal written record shall be a public record.  

(7) Voting. Voting on ordinances and resolutions shall be by roll call and shall be recorded in 

the journal meeting minutes. A majority of the commission shall constitute a quorum; but 

a smaller number may adjourn from time to time and may compel the attendance of absent 

members in the manner and subject to the penalties prescribed by the rules of the 

commission. No action of the commission, except as otherwise provided in this Charter, in 

the preceding sentence, and in section 3.10(3), shall be valid or binding unless adopted by 

the affirmative vote of the majority of the commission.  

Section 3.16. – Ordinances and resolutions. 

"Ordinance" means an official, legislative action of the commission, which action is a regulation 

of a general and permanent nature and enforceable as a local law. A "resolution" is an expression 

of the commission on matters of official concern, opinion, or administration, of a temporary 

character, or a provision for the disposition of a particular item of the administrative business of 

the governing body.  
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*** 

(2) Procedure. A proposed ordinance shall be read by title or in full on the first reading, and 

by title or in full on the second reading on at least two (2) separate days, at either regular 

or special meetings of the commission. Prior to second reading, a proposed ordinance shall 

be advertised, as required by Florida State law, in a newspaper of general circulation in the 

city. The notice of proposed enactment shall state the date, time, and place of the meeting, 

the title or titles of proposed ordinances and the place or places within the city where such 

proposed ordinances may be inspected by the public. Said notice shall also advise that 

interested parties may appear at the meeting and be heard with respect to the proposed 

ordinance.  

*** 

Section 3.17. – Emergency ordinances. 

To meet a public emergency affecting life, health, property or the public peace, the commission 

may adopt one (1) or more emergency ordinances, but such ordinances may not levy taxes, grant, 

review [renew,] or extend a franchise, set service or user charges for any municipal services or 

authorize the borrowing of money except as provided under the emergency appropriations 

provisions of article V, section 5.05(5) of this Charter.  

(1) Form. An emergency ordinance shall be introduced in the form and manner prescribed for 

ordinances generally, except that it shall be plainly designated in a preamble as an 

emergency ordinance and shall contain, after the enacting clause, a declaration stating that 

an emergency exists and describing it in clear and specific terms.  

(2) Procedure. An emergency ordinance may be adopted with or without amendment or 

rejected at the meeting at which it is introduced, but the affirmative vote of at least a 

majority of the commission shall be required for adoption. After its adoption, the ordinance 

shall be published once in a newspaper of general circulation accordance with state law for 

publishing public notices.  

*** 

Section 3.18. – Authentication, recording and disposition of ordinance[s], resolutions and 

charter amendments. 

 

*** 

 

(2) Recording. The city clerk shall keep properly indexed books in which shall be recorded 

records, in full, of all ordinances and resolutions passed by the commission. Ordinances 

shall be codified periodically, published and made available for distribution on a continuing 

basis. The city clerk shall also maintain the city charter in current form and shall enter all 

Charter amendments and send a copy of the revised charter incorporating amendments to 

the Secretary of State's Office applicable state agency.  
 

*** 
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ARTICLE IV. – ADMINISTRATIVE 

*** 

Section 4.02. – Removal of city manager. 

The city commission may, by majority vote, adopt a motion providing for the termination of the 

city manager. Upon adopting such motion, the city commission shall schedule a hearing, to be held 

no sooner than ten (10) days, nor later than twenty-one (21) days after the adoption of the motion, 

at which time it shall consider a resolution for termination of the city manager. If the resolution 

for termination is adopted by a majority of the city commission, the city manager shall be removed, 

effective on the date of the adoption of the resolution. 

The provision for termination of the city manager, as set forth above, shall not be effective until 

June 1, 2007. Any termination of the city manager prior to that date shall be undertaken in 

conformance with the provisions of the City of Deerfield Beach Charter as it existed prior to 

approval of this amendment by the voters of the City of Deerfield Beach.  

*** 

Section 4.06. - City clerk. 

The city manager shall appoint the city clerk with the consent of the city commission when a 

vacancy exists. The city clerk shall administer any oath required by law or ordinance of the city; 

shall give notice of meetings of the city commission, shall attend the meetings of the city 

commission, shall keep the journal written record of its proceedings, shall authenticate by his/her 

signature on record in full the book records kept for the purpose of recording ordinances and 

resolutions of the commission, shall be the custodian of the seal and of all official city records, and 

shall perform such [other] duties as shall be required by law, by this Charter, by city ordinance or 

by the city manager.  

*** 

Section 4.08. - Acting city manager. 

By letter filed with the city clerk, the city manager shall designate, subject to approval by the 

commission, a qualified city administrative officer to exercise the powers and perform the duties 

of city manager during the manager's temporary absence or disability. During such absence or 

disability, the commission may revoke such designation at any time and appoint another officer of 

the city to serve until the manager shall return or the disability shall cease.  

 

*** 

 

ARTICLE V. – FINANCIAL PROCEDURES  

 

*** 

 

Section 5.05. - Amendments after adoption. 
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*** 

(5) Emergency appropriations. To meet a public emergency affecting life, health, property or the 

public peace, the commission may make emergency appropriations. Such appropriations may be 

made by emergency ordinance in accordance with the provisions in section 3.17. To the extent that 

there are no available unappropriated revenues to meet such appropriations, the commission may 

by such emergency ordinance authorize the issuance of emergency notes debt, which may be 

renewed from time to time, but the emergency notes debt and renewals of any fiscal year shall be 

paid not later than the last day of the fiscal year next succeeding that in which the emergency 

appropriation was made. 

Section 5.06. - Payment of money by city. 

Money shall be paid out of the city treasury only on warrants electronic funds transfers or checks 

signed by the director of management and budget and countersigned by the city manager. 

*** 

ARTICLE VI. – ELECTIONS 

*** 

Section 6.09. – Certificate of election. 

Results of elections conducted under provisions of this charter shall be certified by the county 

supervisor of elections on the day following the election or when any recount or protest shall have 

been completed and certified. 

 

ARTICLE VII. - RECALL, INITIATIVE AND REFERENDUM 

 

Section 7.07. - Action on petitions. 

 

*** 

(2) Submission to voters. When there is to be a vote of the city on a proposed or referred ordinance 

it shall be held not less than forty-five (45) days and not later than one hundred eighty (180) days 

from the date of the final commission vote thereon. If no regular city or general election is to be 

held within the period described in this subsection, the commission shall provide for a special 

election, except that the commission may, in its discretion, provide for a special election at an 

earlier date within the described period. Copies of the proposed or referred ordinance shall be 

published at least by title only ten (10) days before any such election in a newspaper of general 

circulation in the city and shall be made available in full at the city hall and at the polls.  

*** 
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Section 7.09. - Other referendum election. 

(1) Repeal or amendment of ordinance. Any existing ordinance of the city, including ordinances 

approved by the qualified electors of the city, may be repealed or amended by a majority of the 

qualified electors of the city voting at a regular city, general or special election.  

(2) Sale, gift, trade, transfer or lease of public property. Any (a) sale, gift, trade, transfer or lease 

of all or a portion of city-owned real property, or (b) sale, gift, trade, transfer or lease of any interest 

right to all or a portion of city-owned real property, must be approved by a majority of the qualified 

electors of the city voting at a regular city, general or special election if the fair market value of 

the real property is in excess of $750,000.00. If a portion of city-owned real property is being 

considered, the value of the entire parcel must be determined for purposes of determining fair 

market value. Fair market value is defined as the highest price valued in terms of money that the 

land would bring in if exposed for sale in the open market, with reasonable time allowed in which 

to find a purchaser, buying with knowledge of all the uses and purposes for which it may be capable 

of being used. Sale is defined as any transfer of real property to another party. Gift is defined as 

the conveying of title or interest in real property to another party. Trade is defined as the exchange 

of real property to another party for consideration. Transfer is defined as conveying of title, interest 

or rights in real property to another party. Lease is defined as a contract for possession or use of 

real property. The only exceptions to this referendum requirement are that the city commission 

may, upon a four-fifths majority vote, award leases or contracts (but may not sell, gift, trade or 

transfer) for a pier restaurant or snack facility located east of Ocean Drive or for the operation of 

the pier itself or for the operation of a business for cabanas, umbrellas and chairs on the beach.  

(32) Commission procedure. When such matters are submitted to a referendum either on motion 

of the commission or as the result of initiative or referendum proceedings arising under the 

preceding sections of article VII, the commission shall pass a resolution calling for a referendum 

election in accordance with the provisions of article VII.  

*** 
ARTICLE IX. – CHARTER AMENDMENTS  

Section 9.01. - Charter amendment. 

(1) Initiation by ordinance. The commission may, by ordinance, propose amendments to any part 

or all of this Charter, except article II prescribing boundaries, and upon passage of the initiating 

ordinance, shall place the proposed amendment to a vote of the electors at the next regular city or 

general election held within the city or at any special election called for such purpose. Amendment 

of article II resulting from annexation done in accordance with general law shall be by ordinance 

of the commission and shall not be subject to a vote of the electors, except as provided by general 

law.  

(2) Initiation by petition. The electors of the city may propose amendments to this Charter by a 

petition signed by the percentage of the registered electors of the city, as of the last preceding 

municipal general election, as required by Florida State Law and in accordance with Chapter 166, 

Florida Statutes, as amended.  
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(a)—(c) [Reserved.]  

(d) Time for filing Charter amendment petitions. Charter amendment petitions in completed form 

must be filed with the city clerk within ninety (90) days after the commencement of proceedings 

according to section 9.01(2)(a).  

(eb) [City attorney.] The sole responsibility of the city attorney with reference to Charter 

amendment provisions shall be to offer an opinion on the legal sufficiency of the petition language.  

*** 

Section 9.03. - Action on petitions. 

(1) Action by commission. When a Charter amendment petition has been finally determined 

sufficient, the commission shall take steps to hold an election on the proposal. Such election shall 

be held not less than forty-five (45) days and not later than one hundred eighty (180) days from 

the date of the final sufficiency of the petition. If no regular city or general election is to be held 

within the period described in this subsection, the commission shall provide for a special election, 

except that the commission may, in its discretion provide for a special election at an earlier date. 

Copies of the proposed amendment shall be published at least once by title only ten (10) days 

before any such election in a newspaper of general circulation in the city and shall be made 

available in full at the city hall and at the polls.  

*** 

(4) End of petitions process. The petitions process may be declared null, void and at an end if 

petitions with a sufficient number of signatures have not been submitted to the city clerk within 

the required time limits according to section 9.01(2)(da). 

Section 9.04. – Charter Review Board. 

 

There shall be a Charter Review Board appointed by the city commission in May of 2035 and 

every ten years thereafter. The Charter Review Board shall consist of five regular voting members 

and five alternate members appointed by the city commission. The mayor and each commissioner 

shall have the right to appoint one regular member and one alternate member. The board shall meet 

to review the Charter and make recommendations for amendments.  The board's recommendations 

shall be nonbinding and the city commission shall have sole discretion to determine which 

amendments, if any, it places on the ballot, the final wording of any amendments, and the timing 

of any election on Charter amendments. Nothing set forth in this Section shall limit the ability of 

the City Commission to offer amendments on its own initiative. 

 

*** 

ARTICLE XI. - BEACH DEVELOPMENT. 
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Sec. 11.01. - Protection of beach area from excessive development.   

The City of Deerfield Beach recognized that its "beach area" (defined as the area between the 

Intracoastal Waterway and the Atlantic Ocean) is a unique area where the citizens desire to 

preserve the "village" feel and have protections from excessive development so as to not further 

exacerbate traffic congestion. 

In furtherance of that goal, the City of Deerfield Beach shall require that any land development 

regulations for its beach area be at least as strict (but which may be more strict if desired by the 

city commission) as the following requirements (and, if there are not land development regulations 

covering these requirements or different land development regulations covering these 

requirements, then these requirements shall be the requirements upon passage of this referendum. 

This Charter amendment is effective upon passage of this referendum):  

(1) Height maximum for any property with a commercial zoning designation as of May 

1, 2002:  

45 

feet  

(2) Height maximum for any property with a multi-family zoning designation as of May 

1, 2002:  

55 

feet  

(3) Floor area ratio maximum for any property with a commercial zoning designation as 

of May 1, 2002:  
1.0  

(4) Floor area ratio maximum for any property with a multi-family zoning designation 

as of May 1, 2002:  
.8  

(53) Maximum lot coverage percent for any property with a commercial zoning 

designation as of May 1, 2002:  
50%  

(64) Maximum lot coverage percent for any property containing a multifamily and/or 

hotel or motel use:  
40%  

all as calculated in the manner prescribed in Deerfield Beach Land Use Regulations as they 

existed on May 1, 2002 (except for the floor area ratio maximum for any property with a multi-

family zoning designation as of May 1, 2002, and that floor area ratio is calculated in the 

manner prescribed in Deerfield Beach Land Use Regulations as they existed on January 1, 

2000).  

(7) Mixed use involving commercial (including office) or multi-family and hotel/motel use for 

all property east of the Intracoastal, shall be prohibited except to the extent allowed under the 

Deerfield Beach Land Use Regulations as existed on May 1, 2002 and the Land Use Plan as 

existed in May 1, 2002.  

(8) Accessory use involving commercial (including office) or multi-family and hotel/motel use 

for all property east of the Intracoastal, shall be prohibited except to the extent allowed under 

the Deerfield Beach Land Use Regulations as existed on May 1, 2002 and the Land Use Plan 

as existed in May 1, 2002.  

(95) Any property with a single-family zoning designation as of May 1, 2002, shall be bound 

by the restrictions set forth above in the event that that property is later rezoned to a multifamily 
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zoning designation in that such property shall have the height maximum (fifty-five (55) feet), 

floor area ratio maximum (.8) and maximum lot coverage percent (forty (40) percent), all as 

calculated in the manner prescribed in Deerfield Beach Land Use Regulations as they existed 

on May 1, 2002 (except for the floor area ratio maximum, and that floor area ratio is calculated 

in the manner prescribed in Deerfield Beach Land Use Regulations as they existed on January 

1, 2000).  

(106) Any property east of the Intracoastal which did not have a commercial zoning 

designation as of May 1, 2002 shall not be allowed to be rezoned to a commercial or mixed 

use commercial or other commercial zoning designation.  

Sec. 11.02. - Protection of main beach parking areas. 

(a) The City of Deerfield Beach recognizes that part of its uniqueness is the public's safe and 

convenient access to the beach and ocean. In furtherance of that purpose, the real property 

designated in this section ("designated main beach parking area" and "property") shall be limited 

in use as follows (This Charter amendment is effective upon passage of this referendum):  

(1) Parking and roadways for ingress and egress.  

(2) If a garage is constructed on the property, the garage facility shall not be more than two (2) 

stories in height (a ground level floor and additional floor above ground) and, if desirable, a 

below level floor may also be constructed. No garage facility constructed on the property 

specifically designated as the "main beach parking lot" shall be closer to the beach than one 

hundred ten (110) feet west of Ocean Way (N.E. 21st Avenue). Any garage facility must not 

be developed in excess of a maximum floor area ratio of 1.0 and a maximum lot coverage 

percent of fifty (50) percent, and all side and rear setbacks as existed on May 1, 2002 under 

the Deerfield Beach Land Use Regulations (except that the setback on the western portion of 

the property shall be at least twenty (20) feet), and all as calculated in the manner prescribed 

in Deerfield Beach Land Use Regulations as they existed on May 1, 2002.  

(3) The parking space on this property shall be of a size of at least ten (10) feet (width) by 

twenty (20) feet (length).  

(4) The city shall be allowed to place fire, rescue, police, public safety, public restroom 

facilities and shower facilities on the property.  

(5) Other than vending machines, there shall be no other significant commercial use (using this 

property occasionally for special municipal sponsored or affiliated events such as Founder's 

Day is not considered a significant commercial use. Significant commercial use is described 

for purposes of this section as use of the property for commercial purposes for more than fifteen 

(15) days per annum).  

(6) Subordinate to the parking, a portion of said property may also be used for public non-

commercial purposes, which include, but are not limited to a bandshell.  
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(7) The parking on this property cannot be used in any manner, either directly or indirectly, for 

technical parking deviations for other properties or to in any way lesson or decrease the off-

street parking requirements of any other properties.  

(b) The city owned real property that is subject to this section and described as "designated main 

beach parking areas" is described as being in Deerfield Beach, Broward County, Florida as 

follows:  

(1) "Main beach parking lot": Deerfield Beach Plat Book 4, Page 4, Lot 1, 2, 22, BLK 11; 

Deerfield Beach Plat Book 4, Page 4, Lot 3, 4, 5, 6 BLK 11; Deerfield Beach Plat Book 4, 

Page 4, Lot 7, 8, 9 E 30 BLK 11; Deerfield Beach Plat Book 4, Lot 9 less E 30, 10 BLK 11; 

Deerfield Beach Plat Book 4, Page 4, Lot 11 BLK 11; Deerfield Beach Plat Book 4, Page 4, 

Lot 17, 18 BLK 11; Deerfield Beach Plat Book 4, Page 4, Lot 19, 20, 21 BLK 11;  

(2) Property where current fire station and parking area behind fire station: Deerfield Beach 

Plat Book 4, Page 4, Lot 4 to 7 BLK 10; Deerfield Beach Plat Book 4, Page 4, Lot 8, 9, 10 

less W 10 BLK 10; Deerfield Beach Plat Book 4, Page 4, Lot 19, 20 BLK 10.  

(3) NE First Street: To extent that it is contiguous to city owned property.  

(4) "Conrad House property": Lots 19 and 20, Block 10, Deerfield Beach, according to the 

plat thereof, as recorded in Plat Book 4, Page 4 of the Public Records of Broward County, 

Florida.  

(5) Property deeded by South Florida Beach Properties, LLC: Lot 11, Block 11, Deerfield 

Beach, according to the plat thereof, as recorded in Plat Book 4, Page 4 of the Public Records 

of Broward County, Florida. 

*** 

ARTICLE XIV. - FOUR-FIFTHS VOTE FOR TRANSITION OF POLICE OR FIRE 

SERVICES. 

No future action to transition, transfer, contract out, consolidate, or otherwise assign, the provision 

of police services or fire services from the existing provider to another governmental entity or 

agency, special district, or sheriff’s office, shall be effective unless approved by an affirmative vote 

of at least four-fifths (4/5) of the City Commission. 

 

 Section 3.  Election Called.  That a referendum election is hereby called, to be held on 

Tuesday, the 3rd day of November 2026, in conjunction with the statewide general election, to 

present to the qualified electors of the City of Deerfield Beach the ballot questions provided in 

Section 4 of this Ordinance.    

 

Section 4. Form of Ballot.  That the form of ballot for the Charter amendments 

provided for in Section 2 of this Ordinance shall be substantially as follows: 
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Ballot Questions: 

 

A. Clarification and Update of City Charter. 

 

Shall the City Charter be amended for style, clarity and consistency, along with 

amendments removing outdated provisions, and amendments updating the Charter to 

conform with State law provisions? 

 

  Yes [     ] 

 

  No [     ] 

 

B. Description of City Corporate Limits Update. 

 

The Charter includes a lengthy and outdated legal description of the corporate limits of the 

City.  Shall the Charter be amended to replace the legal description with a map generally 

depicting the City’s present official corporate limits, and provide that the official map of 

the corporate limits of the City shall be maintained by the office of the City Clerk? 

  Yes [     ] 

 

  No [     ] 

 

C. Two Year Residency Requirement for Candidates for Mayor or City 

Commissioner. 

 

The City Charter requires candidates for Mayor to have resided continuously in the City, 

and candidates for Commissioner to have resided continuously in their qualifying District, 

for six months immediately before qualifying. Shall the Charter be amended to instead 

require two years of continuous residency in the City immediately before qualifying for 

candidates for Mayor, and two years of continuous residency in the qualifying District for 

Commissioner candidates, except where non-residency results solely from redistricting? 

  

Yes [     ] 

 

  No [     ] 

 

D. Change Municipal Election Dates to November of Even-Numbered Years and 

Transition of Commission Terms.  

 

Shall the Charter be amended to change Commission elections from March of odd-

numbered years to November of even-numbered years beginning November 2028 to 

increase voter participation and decrease election costs, resulting in term extensions of 

approximately 20 months for all current Commissioners and the Mayor to maintain 

staggered terms, with no elections held in March 2027 or March 2029 and all future terms 

remaining four years? 
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Yes [     ] 

 

  No [     ] 

 

E. Removal of Referendum Election Requirement for the Sale, Transfer, or Lease of 

City-Owned Property. 

 

The Charter requires voter approval at a referendum election in order for the City to sell, 

gift, trade, transfer or lease all or a portion of, or an interest in, city-owned real property 

with a fair market value in excess of $750,000.00, with limited exceptions for a pier 

restaurant lease or contracts for pier and beach amenity rental operations.  Shall the Charter 

be amended to remove this referendum election approval requirement from the Charter?  

 

  Yes [     ] 

 

  No [     ] 

 

F. Charter Review Board to Convene Every Ten Years.  

 

Shall the Charter be amended to require a Charter Review Board to be appointed by the 

City Commission in May 2035 and every ten years thereafter, with the Charter Review 

Board consisting of five regular voting members and five alternate members appointed by 

the City Commission to review the Charter and make non-binding recommendations to the 

Commission regarding amendments to the Charter? 

Yes [     ] 

 

  No [     ] 

G. Amending Charter Section 11.01 Beach Area Development Regulations. 

Charter Section 11.01 restricts development east of the Intracoastal Waterway, including 

height limits of 45 feet for commercial and 55 feet for multifamily zoned properties, floor 

area ratio and lot coverage limits for such properties, mixed use and accessory use 

restrictions, and restrictions prohibiting rezoning to commercial.  Shall the Charter be 

amended to remove only the floor area ratio regulations and the restrictions on mixed and 

accessory uses from the Charter? 

  

Yes [     ] 

 

  No [     ] 

 

H. Amending Charter Section 11.02 Regarding Main Beach Parking Area 

Restrictions  

 

Charter Section 11.02 restricts development on the City’s main beach parking areas, 

including limiting permitted uses, restricting garage and parking space size, lot coverage, 
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floor area ratio, and setbacks. Shall this Section be amended to remove the minimum 

parking space size requirements, the restriction on commercial use exceeding fifteen days 

annually, and the prohibition on use of this parking to satisfy other properties' parking 

requirements? 

 

Yes [     ] 

 

  No [     ] 

 

I. Four-Fifths Vote for Transition of Police or Fire Services. 

Shall the Charter be amended to require that any future action by the City Commission to 

transition, transfer, contract out, consolidate, or otherwise assign, police or fire services 

from the existing provider to another governmental entity or agency, special district, or 

sheriff’s office, be approved by an affirmative vote of at least four-fifths (4/5) of the City 

Commission? 

 

Yes [     ] 

 

  No [     ] 

 

Section 5. Balloting.  That balloting shall be conducted pursuant to the laws of the 

State of Florida as applied by the Broward County Supervisor of Elections.  All qualified City 

electors who are timely registered in accordance with law shall be entitled to vote.  The City Clerk 

is authorized to obtain any necessary election administration services from the Broward County 

Supervisor of Elections.  The County registration books shall remain open at the Office of the 

County Supervisor of Elections until the date at which the registration books shall close in 

accordance with the provisions of the general election laws.  The City Clerk and the Broward 

County Supervisor of Elections are each hereby authorized to take all appropriate action necessary 

to carry into effect and accomplish the provisions of this Ordinance.  Pursuant to Section 102.141, 

Florida Statutes, this election shall be canvassed by the City Clerk with assistance from the County 

Supervisor of Elections or as required by law. 

Section 6.   Notice of Election.  That notice of said referendum election shall be 

published in accordance with Section 100.342, Florida Statutes, at least 30 days prior to said 

election, the first publication to be in the fifth week prior to the election, and the second publication 

to be in the third week prior to the election, and shall be in substantially the following form:   
 

“NOTICE OF REFERENDUM ELECTION 

PUBLIC NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN THAT PURSUANT TO ORDINANCE 

NO. _______ ADOPTED BY THE CITY COMMISSION OF THE CITY OF 

DEERFIELD BEACH, FLORIDA, AN ELECTION HAS BEEN CALLED AND 

ORDERED TO BE HELD WITHIN THE CITY ON TUESDAY, THE 3RD DAY 

OF NOVEMBER, 2026, BETWEEN THE HOURS OF 7:00 A.M. AND 7:00 P.M., 

AT WHICH TIME THE FOLLOWING CHARTER AMENDMENT 

PROPOSALS SHALL BE SUBMITTED TO THE QUALIFIED ELECTORS OF 

THE CITY. 
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Ballot Questions: 

 

A. Clarification and Update of City Charter. 

 

Shall the City Charter be amended for style, clarity and consistency, along with 

amendments removing outdated provisions, and amendments updating the Charter to 

conform with State law provisions? 

 

  Yes [     ] 

 

  No [     ] 

 

B. Description of City Corporate Limits Update. 

 

The Charter includes a lengthy and outdated legal description of the corporate limits of the 

City.  Shall the Charter be amended to replace the legal description with a map generally 

depicting the City’s present official corporate limits, and provide that the official map of 

the corporate limits of the City shall be maintained by the office of the City Clerk? 

  Yes [     ] 

 

  No [     ] 

 

C. Two Year Residency Requirement for Candidates for Mayor or City 

Commissioner. 

 

The City Charter requires candidates for Mayor to have resided continuously in the City, 

and candidates for Commissioner to have resided continuously in their qualifying District, 

for six months immediately before qualifying. Shall the Charter be amended to instead 

require two years of continuous residency in the City immediately before qualifying for 

candidates for Mayor, and two years of continuous residency in the qualifying District for 

Commissioner candidates, except where non-residency results solely from redistricting? 

  

Yes [     ] 

 

  No [     ] 

 

 

D. Change Municipal Election Dates to November of Even-Numbered Years and 

Transition of Commission Terms. 

 

Shall the Charter be amended to change Commission elections from March of odd-

numbered years to November of even-numbered years beginning November 2028 to 

increase voter participation and decrease election costs, resulting in term extensions of 

approximately 20 months for all current Commissioners and the Mayor to maintain 

staggered terms, with no elections held in March 2027 or March 2029 and all future terms 

remaining four years? 
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Yes [     ] 

 

  No [     ] 

 

E. Removal of Referendum Election Requirement for the Sale, Transfer, or Lease of 

City-Owned Property. 

 

The Charter requires voter approval at a referendum election in order for the City to sell, 

gift, trade, transfer or lease all or a portion of, or an interest in, city-owned real property 

with a fair market value in excess of $750,000.00, with limited exceptions for a pier 

restaurant lease or contracts for pier and beach amenity rental operations.  Shall the Charter 

be amended to remove this referendum election approval requirement from the Charter?  

 

  Yes [     ] 

 

  No [     ] 

 

F. Charter Review Board to Convene Every Ten Years  

 

Shall the Charter be amended to require a Charter Review Board to be appointed by the 

City Commission in May 2035 and every ten years thereafter, with the Charter Review 

Board consisting of five regular voting members and five alternate members appointed by 

the City Commission to review the Charter and make non-binding recommendations to the 

Commission regarding amendments to the Charter? 

Yes [     ] 

 

  No [     ] 

 

G. Amending Charter Section 11.01 Beach Area Development Regulations. 

 

Charter Section 11.01 restricts development east of the Intracoastal Waterway, including 

height limits of 45 feet for commercial and 55 feet for multifamily zoned properties, floor 

area ratio and lot coverage limits for such properties, mixed use and accessory use 

restrictions, and restrictions prohibiting rezoning to commercial.  Shall the Charter be 

amended to remove only the floor area ratio regulations and the restrictions on mixed and 

accessory uses from the Charter? 

  

Yes [     ] 

 

  No [     ] 
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H. Amending Charter Section 11.02 Regarding Main Beach Parking Area 

Restrictions  

Charter Section 11.02 restricts development on the City’s main beach parking areas, 

including limiting permitted uses, restricting garage and parking space size, lot coverage, 

floor area ratio, and setbacks. Shall this Section be amended to remove the minimum 

parking space size requirements, the restriction on commercial use exceeding fifteen days 

annually, and the prohibition on use of this parking to satisfy other properties' parking 

requirements? 

 

Yes [     ] 

 

  No [     ] 

 

I. Four-Fifths Vote for Transition of Police or Fire Services. 

Shall the Charter be amended to require that any future action by the City Commission to 

transition, transfer, contract out, consolidate, or otherwise assign, police or fire services 

from the existing provider to another governmental entity or agency, special district, or 

sheriff’s office, be approved by an affirmative vote of at least four-fifths (4/5) of the City 

Commission? 

 

Yes [     ] 

 

  No [     ] 

 

 

 

Polling place information and the full text of the proposed Charter Amendments as set forth 

in the enabling Ordinance are available at the office of the City Clerk located at 150 N.E. 2nd 

Avenue, Deerfield Beach, Florida 33441. 

 
          ” 

     City Clerk 

  

Section 7. Copies.  That copies of this Ordinance proposing the Charter Amendments 

are on file at the offices of the City Clerk located at 150 N.E. 2nd Avenue, Deerfield Beach, Florida 

33441, and are available for public inspection during regular business hours. 

 

Section 8. Effectiveness. 

A. Each of the Charter Amendments provided for in Sections 2 and 4 above shall 

become effective only if the majority of the qualified electors voting on the specific Charter 

Amendment vote for its adoption, and it shall be considered adopted and effective upon 

certification of the election results.   
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B. That the City Attorney is authorized to revise the Charter to the extent necessary to 

assure that any amendments adopted conform to one another and are properly included in the 

publication of the revised City Charter.  Further, that in the event that some of the Charter 

Amendments are approved by the electors, conforming amendments shall be deemed to be adopted 

and the City Attorney is authorized to reflect and implement such revisions of the Charter to the 

extent necessary to assure that each amendment adopted conforms to all remaining Charter 

provisions.   

 

C. That following the adoption of the Charter Amendments, the City Clerk shall file 

the adopted Charter Amendments with the Florida Department of State.   

 

Section 9. Inclusion in the Charter.  That subject to the requirements of Section 8 

above, it is the intention of the City Commission and it is hereby provided that the Charter 

Amendments shall become and be made a part of the Charter of the City of Deerfield Beach, 

Florida, and that the Sections of this Ordinance may be renumbered or re-lettered to accomplish 

such intention. 

 

Section 10. Severability.  That the provisions of this Ordinance are declared to be 

severable and if any section, sentence or clause or phrase of this Ordinance shall for any reason be 

held to be invalid or unconstitutional, such decision shall not affect the validity of the remaining 

sections, sentences, clauses and phrases of this Ordinance but they shall remain in effect, it being 

the legislative intent that this Ordinance shall stand notwithstanding the invalidity of any part.  
Each ballot question set forth in this Ordinance, and each Charter amendment approved by the 

electors pursuant thereto, is separate, distinct, and independent of every other ballot question and 

amendment, and the City Commission would have placed each ballot question before the electors 

regardless of any other. If any ballot question or charter amendment is for any reason held invalid, 

unconstitutional, or stricken by any court of competent jurisdiction, whether before or after the 

referendum election, such holding shall not affect the validity of any remaining ballot question, or 

of any other approved amendment. If any portion of any approved Charter amendment is held 

invalid or unconstitutional, such portion shall be deemed severable, and the remaining portions of 

that amendment shall remain in full force and effect, it being the intent of the City Commission 

that each approved amendment be given the maximum effect permitted by law. 

 

Section 11. Application of Amendments.  That each of the Charter Amendments 

adopted by the electors shall be applied prospectively only.   

 

 Section 12.  Effective Date.  This Ordinance shall become effective immediately upon 

adoption.  

 

PASSED 1ST READING ON THIS ____DAY OF ____________, 2026. 

 

PASSED 2ND READING ON THIS ____ DAY OF ___________, 2026. 

 

 

                  __________________________________ 

       TODD DROSKY, MAYOR 
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ATTEST: 

 

 

__________________________________________ 

HEATHER MONTEMAYOR, CITY CLERK 
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